Concrete Action The Desirable md

paraphrased from page 120 of Angel Among Men by Simcha Rag,

A wealthy "Lover of Zion" once visited Israel to determine whether he could make
Aliya. After an extensive pilot trip he concluded that he would stay in Chutz La'aretz. He
visited Rav Al Kook to receive a departing bracha. After telling the Rav his decision, Rav
Kook told him the following: "One may ask why Moshe only pleaded with Hashem to let
him enter the Land in Parshat Vaetchanan, whereas the decree that he would not enter
the Land was made quite a bit earlier, in our Parsha? Immediately after Mei Meriva, Moshe
began the conquest of Sichon and Og. Why?

Moshe said to himself: "I will first demonstrate, with concrete actions, how strong my
love is for the Holy Land, and then I will pray.” Moshe then waited until after conquering
Sichon and Og before pleading his case before Hashem. "You, my honorable friend, should
do the same" concluded the Rav "for many years you have worked for the settlement of
Eretz Yisrael, and have thoroughly demonstrated your love for the Land. The time has
come for you to fulfill the mitzvah of Yishuv Erez Yisrael with your own body".
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goluﬁon: Yaakov asked that his name not be mentioned by Korach.

Moshe made the bronze snake. Which king destroyed
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From pg 1... This idea of the Netziv is encapsulated in a fascinating expres-
sion in the Zohar: It says about the Torah, "My words are like fire, says G-d, and like a ham-
mer that shatters a stone." (Yirmiyahu 23:29) This refers to the stone about which it was said,
"Speak to the stone in front of them and it should provide its waters." (Bamidbar 20:8)
In other words, the lesson of Mei-Meriva is that Torah itself has the power to shatter the stone, and
to provide water and sustenance.
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“Speak to the Rock” @T/a}’ TO ]’a/i Rav Mordechai Greenberg, KBY

The story of Mei-Meriva is very unclear, and many explanations have been offered as to the
exact nature of Moshe's sin. Rashi, for example, explains that Moshe was supposed to speak to
the stone, but he hit it instead. There are a number of difficulties with this explanation.

1. Why was Moshe told to take the staff with him if he was not meant to use it? 2. What is the
connection between the sin and the resulting punishment not to enter the land of Israel?

The Netziv offers an alternate explanation which answers these questions. Sefer Bamidbar is
the book which deals with the transition from the miraculous lifestyle of the wilderness to the natu-
ral lifestyle which was intended for the land of Israel. The event of Mei-Meriva takes place in the
fortieth year, just as the people were about to enter the land, and through it G-d wanted to teach
Israel how to lead their lives in the natural environment of Eretz Yisrael.

One of the fundamental aspects of G-d's dominion in Eretz Yisrael is His provision of suste-
nance and rain. The Torah emphasizes the importance of rain specifically in Eretz Yisrael, in con-
trast to the land of Egypt which was irrigated by the Nile:

The land that you are coming there to inherit it is not like the land of Egypt ... that you water
with your feet... But the land that you are crossing over to there to inherit it... you will drink water
from the rain of the heavens... If you listen to my commandments... | will give the rain for your land
in its time... Be careful lest your hearts be tempted ... He will shut the heavens and there will not
be rain. (Dev. 11)

The mishna (Ta'anit 15a) relates that when there would be a shortage of rain, the people
would gather, and the leader of the community would say words of rebuke (or a halacha), and then
they would begin their prayers and fasts. At Mei-Meriva, G-d wanted to teach Israel this method
and to demonstrate to them the power of public prayer. Moshe was supposed to say words of To-
rah and prayer. This was in order to teach Israel that in Eretz Yisrael there is no need for the mi-
raculous abilities of Moshe and his staff in order to make a living, but rather, in the merit of Torah
and prayer one can earn a living through natural means. G-d did not instruct Moshe to use the
staff and hit with it, but just to hold it in his hand while he talked and prayed. This was to empha-
ize that the era of the staff and daily supernatural miracles was over, and from now on the mode
of Divine intervention would be through natural means. Cont. on page 4
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