Ghort Dvar Torah

"You are standing today, all of you, before Hashem, your G-d." (Devarim 29:9) The primary

You Are My Witnesses

purpose of the Jewish nation is to stand before G-d. On the pasuk, "You are my witnesses —
the word of Hashem — and | am G-d" (Yeshaya 43:12), Chazal comment: "If you are My wit-
nesses — then | am G-d; if you are not My witnesses — it is as if | am not G-d." (Yalkut Shi-
moni vol. Il, 455) We are the only ones in the world who represent G-d. Through us, G-d re-
veals Himself in the world, as Rav Kook zt"l writes: "Knesset Yisrael clothes the G-dliness
that is revealed in the world." (Orot) Every Jewish person has to dedicate himself to this goal,
since there is no other nation in the world that will do it. This needs to be our intention in the
Yamim Hanoraim prayers. They should not be for our personal issues, but rather for the terri-

ble desecration of G-d's Name. Shabbat Shalom
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Captain Nitai Shefts was born on Kibbutz ,1mwn1 12592 7911 %7 0udw XNl 130
Nachshon, was a madrich in the youth
movement “Hashomer Hatsa’ir” and
served in an elite unit in the army, the
bomb squad. He fell in Lebanon while
fulfilling his duties. 24 Elul 5755.
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Today Dvar Torah

Every year we prepare for the Yamin Noraim in the same way: we say the same Selichot, the
Viduy, confess the same sins...

Every year | find that more or less the words of the Tefillot have the same meanings, while |
attempt to repent the same sins. It is almost as if we are addicted to sin. We manage to lick the ad-
diction for a time but then by the time the next Rosh Hashana rolls around or the one after it, we
are often back in the same place.

This is a similar pattern to alcoholics and drug addicts. They often ‘get clean’ for a time only to
relapse some time later. The organizations that have had the greatest success in these fields are
Alcoholics Anonymous and the like. AA, and their offshoot Overeaters Anonymous (OA) have cre-
ated programs to help people with these chronic problem. The recognition that “once an alcoholic,
always an alcoholic” is a corner stone idea for recovering AA members. Each person first of all needs
to recognize that they are an alcoholic, and will always be one, in order to recover. Know that alco-
hol is bad for you and if you start drinking you won’t be able to stop until you are back where you
started: drunk, angry, destructive etc. So how do you stop? Not being an expert, | only know some
of the process. One of the most important tenants it to take each day as it comes. Do not battle
being an alcoholic in the context of your past deeds or the prospect of staying sober in the future,
but rather address today’s challenges - today. We can apply the same advice and logic to the con-
cept of sin.

In fact, Moshe Rabbeinu gave up similar advice before dying: Atem nitsavim HAYOM ... lifnei
Hashem Elokeichem. Each ‘today’ you should stand before Hashem. Not in the context of your past
deeds, or your potential future one’s, but rather in the context of TODAY. Will | come closer to
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In memory of Nitai ben Avri Shefts*
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Com munity ;\l nouncements
Mazal tov to the Hartstein family on the birth of a baby boy.

Mazal tov to the Akselrud family on the birth of a baby boy.
Akselrud and Harstein Shalmei Zachar will take place at the
Akselrud home, Yerushalayim 20/17 at 20:30.
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Lev HaTorah Beit Midrash at 3:45pm. Sponsorship available.

Rabbi Gottlieb will be giving a shiur on motsei Shabbat in the
home of Hessel & Margie Friedlander, Ein Gedi 32/7 at 9:30pm.

The Rav will give a shiur at 12:20am. Selichot at 12:30.
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